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The Light That Shineth in Darkness 
By Mary Dean Vanatta 


UT of Israel’s darkest hour of night 
Bright angels of the Lord appeared, 
to bring 
Glad tidings of a Baby slumbering— 


God’s Son—the true and _ everlasting 
Light. 

And from afar, the Gentiles saw the 
bright, 

The glorious star, that led them to the 
King; 


That earth’s best treasures they to Him 
might bring. 

With so great joy they saw that won- 
drous sight! 


Today, the world would still in darkness 


grope, 
If through the eyes of faith we could 
not see 
Beyond Death’s tomb, the Resurrection 
hope— 


The proof of man’s eternal destiny. 
And I, forever blind, would from this 
life depart, 
Had not the Day Star shined within my 
heart. 
w 


Able Not To Sin 


Christ, the Son of God, is utterly 
different from men, though He was Son 
of man. He “was in all points tempted 
like as we are, yet without sin,” or, 
“apart from sin” (Heb. 4:15). There was 
not a shadow of sinful response in his 
heart to the temptations of Satan, as 
there is in every merely human heart. 
Being truly the Son of God, in the form 
of man, He could not sin. Just as gold 





tested by acid or fire is none the less 
gold and cannot be anything else, so 
Christ was never for an instant anything 
but “holy, harmless, undefiled, separate 
from sinners” (Heb, 7:26). He “did no 
sin, neither was guile found in his 
mouth” (1 Pet. 2:22). The natural man— 
the unregenerate man—cannot help sin- 
ning, for he has not been born again and 
does not have within him the indwelling 
power of the Holy Snirit. He may over- 
come certain temptations by his will 
power and live a moral life before men, 
but “the carnal mind is enmity against 
God . so then they that are in the 
flesh cannot please God” (Rom. 8:7, 8). 
But when a man is born again he is lifted 
to an entirely different plane, for he re- 
ceives within him the new life from 
above and may draw upon the grace of 
God every moment. But there is still 
a difference between Christ, the Son of 
God, and those who have become sons 
of God “by believing on his name” (John 


< 


1:12). This was concisely set forth in 
two Latin phrases by Dr. John F. Wal 

voord of Dallas Theological Seminary 
at the recent Inter-Varsity Christian 
Fellowship conference for leaders at 
Campus-in-the-Woods, Ontario. These 
phrases were nOn posse peccare, and 
posse non peccare The first can be ap- 
plied only to Christ and means, “not able 
to sin”; and the second describes the po- 
sition of believers and means “able not 
to sin.” These phrases sum up briefly 
one radical difference between Christ 
and His redeemed, and at the same time 
set forth very beautifully the privilege 
of every believer. A Christian may sin, 
but he need not, for God has made pro- 
vision for victory. John said, “And if 
any man sin, we have an advocate with 
the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous” 
(1 John 2:1); but the Lord also said to 
Paul, “My grace is sufficient for thee: 
for my strength is made perfect in weak- 
ness” (2 Cor. 12:9). 


x 


God Satisfies 


by God? Should he be, or should 

one need God and other things—sort 
of a “happy medium” kind of life? These 
are questions the thoughtful young per- 
son may ask, in this day when so many 
church people seem to spend thought 
and energy upon things of the world in 
place of the life of the Spirit. 

Some young men—and young women, 
too—desire power above all else. But 
the greatest power, unused in all its full- 
ness, is the power of the Spirit. God has 
all power, resident in the Holy Spirit, 
and He will give this power to all who 
truly belong to Him and desire this 
power, in such measure as they are able 
to accept and use. 

Wealth is the goal of many, but all 
silver and gold and the cattle on a thou- 
sand hills belong to God. He can give 


T EVERY Christian wholly satisfied 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“The Lord is good to all: and his 
tender mercies are over all his 
works” (Psa. 145:9). 























wealth to those with whom He can trust 
it and who will use it for His service. 
He also may give only a sufficiency to 
those with whom He can entrust special 
gifts of the Spirit and special depriva- 
tions. 

Fame, the goal of others, is but a pass- 
ing crown. Those who seek it for its 
own sake are usually forgotten within a 
short time, while remembrance is given 
to those who seek to serve others. For 
the Christian, God alone is to be mag- 
nified and glorified forever, His praise 
and adoration in the hearts of all be- 
lievers. God first, others second, self 
last! 

Some even desire goodness, or moral- 
ity, but God is the source of all good and 
He makes “all things work together for 
good to them that love God.” No one, 
of himself, can acquire goodness, nor can 
we reform others through social service 
alone. There must be a_ heart-change 
before there is a life-change. Our lives 
are only acceptable to God and of bless- 
ing to others when we are indwelt Ly 
Christ and the Holy Spirit. 

Do you desire great learning, many 
books from which to acquire much 
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knowledge? One may have the best ed- 
ucation in the land and yet be without 
knowledge of God’s Word for he is de- 
ficient in the knowledge which begets 
wisdom. One should know the proph- 
ecies of the first coming of Christ, com- 
pletely fulfilled in His life, death, and 
resurrection, as well as those cencern- 
ing the Second Advent. The teachings 
of Christ and those given through the 
early apostles are necessary for the new 
birth and spiritual growth. How much 
time do we spend each day in the read- 
ing and study of God’s Word? 

There is much talk of peace today— 
and how we need and desire it—but 
how many Christians have the inner 
peace that only God can give! Look at 
the countenances of the people you meet 
day by day, on the streets, in homes, in 
stores and shops, on trains and busses. 
Do they look as if they are at peace? 
And why not, if they belong to God 
through Christ? God has promised the 
“peace .. which passeth all under- 
standing.” We do not understand how 
we can have this peace in the midst of 
personal and national turmoil and strife, 
but we know that we can have it, be- 
cause He is faithful to His promises. 

God wants us to have the material 
needs of life, food, shelter, raiment, and, 
I believe, love of kindred and friends. 
He also wants us to have a spiritual hun- 
ger and thirst which only He can satisfy. 
And if we are wholly yielded to God, 
we will have our physical needs and our 
mental and spiritual hungers satisfied by 
our God. Surely no Christian needs to 
have even the smallest corner of his 
life given over to worldly aims, amuse- 
ments, treasures. We cannot serve God 
and mammon. 

There are some who do not attend 
places of worldly amusements, but whose 
reading is not inspiring or elevating, 
either mentally or spiritually. God can- 
not satisfy if we do not allow Him to 
do so. 


Some will ask whether God does not 
want us to make provision for the years 
when we are unable to work for gain. 
I believe God does want His children to 
make wise and reasonable provision for 
the later years of life, as He allows us 
the opportunity of doing so, but it 
should be “reasonable” provision. And 
surely with all the need about us today 
we should not store up unneeded wealth, 

Young people may ask, “Doesn’t God 
want us to have a good time?” I surely 
believe He does; but what is meant by 
a “good time”? God has made a beau- 
tiful world for us to enjoy, and yet 
man has put so many things in place of 
God’s recreation grounds. Is the rec- 
reation we plan such as will strengthen 
or re-create our bodies, or minds, or our 
spirits? Could we take Christ to the 


places where we plan to go? 
Yes, God satisfies, not only in the easy 
and pleasant times of life, but in the 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


days of trial; in the latter, truly no one 
else can satisfy. To the soul hungry for 
Him, a prayer meeting and time of fel- 
lowship with other children of God 
recreates the spirit and helps us to go 
forth with new strength and energy. A 
quiet time of reading or meditation, even 
in God’s out-of-doors, may bring renewal 
of faith and hope that will help one to 
carry on anew, physically and mentally 
as well as spiritually. 

Recreation in God’s_ out-of-doors 
strengthens the body, reading and medi- 
tation upon His Word and Christian 
writings recreate the mind and spirit, 
and communion with Him satisfies the 
soul. And one who has experienced this 
satisfaction will find other things as dry 
crusts, 

ve 


Notes on Open Letters 


Did Christ Commend 
the Unjust Steward ? 


In the issue for June 14, 1952, under 
the heading of “Notes on Open Let- 
ters,” is the answer given to the ques- 
tion, “Is Social Security Right for 
Christians?” The statement is made 
on page 538, “Our Lord commended 
the unjust steward because he used 
timely precaution (Luke 16:8).” I 
have always thought that the lord re- 
ferred to in Luke 16:8 was the lord, 
or head, of that household, not the Lord 
Jesus Christ. There was some discus- 
sion concerning the meaning of the 
term, “the lord” of Luke 16:8 in our 
Sunday school lesson a couple of weeks 
ago. 

I would appreciate it greatly if you 
would clear up this matter for me.— 
A Missouri reader. 

The statement referred to was quoted 
from a letter written by Barclay Buxton, 
founder of the Japan Evangelistic Band, 
to his fellow workers. It is not likely 
that he misread the record in Luke 16, 
and that he mistakenly used “Lord” for 
“lord”; and it seems clear that he be- 
lieved that Christ commended the un- 
just steward only for his prudence and 
foresight. This same interpretation is 
found in the Commentary of Jamieson, 
Fausset and Brown, which, referring to 
“the children of this world,” has the 
following: 


“It is not that they are more truly 
wise; but that in their own sphere they 
display a sagacity which the children of 
light may well emulate, and should strive 
to outdo. Their sphere is indeed a 
wretched enough one. But let the chil- 
dren of light observe what a definite and 
firm grasp they take of the objects at 
which they aim; how shrewdly they 
adapt their means to their ends, and 
with what untiring energy, determina- 
tion, and perseverance they prosecute 
their purposes. All these are wasted, to 
be sure, on perishable objects and in 
fleeting enjoyments. Spiritual and eter- 
nal realities are a region they never pen- 
etrate—the new life is an air they never 
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breathe, an undiscovered world, an un- 
born existence; they know nothing, sym- 
pathize with nothing, live for nothing 
but ‘their own generation.’ But why 
should such excel the children of light 
in anything? This is exactly what our 
Lord here says they should not; and in 
giving forth this parable He would stir 
up our jealousy to roll away that re- 
proach—just as on another occasion He 
sends us for lessons of this same ‘wisdom’ 
to venomous ‘serpents’ (Matt. 10:16).” 

Dr. Robert C, McQuilkin, president of 
Columbia Bible College, Columbia, S. C., 
has pointed out that in every parable 
there are three parts: ‘The setting or the 
occasion, the story itself, and the spir- 
itual application, as given in the Scrip- 
tures”; and that in finding the spiritual 
meaning of a parable we must observe 
three principles: “A. Each parable has 
one central message, and one only; B. 
each parable has a number of details 
which have spiritual significance, but 
all of them relate to the one central 
truth; C. each parable has details that 
belong to the story itself, and are not 
intended to have special spiritual signif- 
icance.” In his book, “Studying Our 
Lord’s Parables”! (Second Series), he 
writes concerning the parable of the un- 
just steward: 

“The spiritual message of the parable 
is given very clearly by our Lord as He 
draws a series of great parallels. First, 
He challenges Christians by the example 
of this unrighteous steward, who shows 
such prudence in the things of the 
world: ‘For the sons of this age are for 
their own generation wiser than the sons 
of light’ (v. 8). . . . The children of the 
world show more sense in material 
things than Christians show in spiritual 
things. This steward in the parable, who 
was handling earthly things, showed real 
prudence in providing for his earthly 
future, while the sons of light, Christian 
believers, show very little prudence in 
providing for their future eternity. The 
teaching on how to be spiritually wise is 
given in a series of remarkable lessons 
drawn from this parable by our Lord.” 

Dr, McQuilkin is careful to say that 
“neither the unfaithfulness of this ste- 
ward, nor his unrighteousness, is the 
central feature of the story. It is the 
worldly-wisdom or the prudence of the 
steward, in feathering his own nest, 
which is the central point of the story. 
Likewise, this forms the central spiritual 
message. Christians are, in the spiritual 
realm, to imitate this prudence of the 
unrighteous steward in the material 
realm.” 


This interpretation seems reasonable to 
the Editors. Dr. Macaulay said, in com- 
menting on this passage in the Times for 
May 24, “The commendation was not for 
injustice, but for cleverness.” 





1For information write 
College, Columbia, S. C. 


Columbia _ Bible 
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lll. The Law of Liberty in the Spiritual Life 


The true meaning of sanctification 





often exists, even in the minds of in- 

telligent believers, on this important 
subject, we should clearly recognize the 
distinction between three things: sanc- 
tification as a process, as an act or atti- 
tude of consecration, and as a gift. 

1. Sanctification may be considered as 
a process; that is, as a work wrought in 
the soul of the believer by the Holy 
Spirit, subsequently to regeneration. Of 
both regeneration and renewal the Holy 
Spirit is the Author; but the two things 
are not the same. Regeneration is an 
instantaneous communication of divine 
life to the soul. It is not capable of 
degrees: no one is more, or less, regen- 
erate than another. “But this work of 
sanctification is progressive, and admits 
of degrees. One may be more sanctified 
and more holy than another, who is yet 
truly sanctified and truly holy. It is 
begun at once, and carried on gradually” 
(Owen on the Work of the Holy Spirit). 

We do not now inquire how the Holy 
Spirit carries on His work. our present 
purpose being to ascertain from Scrip- 
ture what are the chief features of that 
work, 


I ORDER to avoid the confusion that 


A Gradual and Progressive Work 

We learn, for instance, that it is grad- 
ual and progressive, from such passages 
as 2 Corinthians 3:18. Our spiritual 
transformation is there described as still 
going on. “We... are changed [or being 
changed] into the same image from glory 
to glory, as by the Spirit of the Lord.” 
The change here described is that grad- 
ual assimilation to Christ which takes 
place during this present life. This is 
something more than a mere refcrmation 
of character, and is brought about by 
something higher than mere moral cul- 
ture or discipline; it is a transfiguration 
The word occurs altogether in four 
places (Matt. 17:2: Mark 9:2; Rom. 12:2; 
2 Cor 3:18). The nature of the change 
is exemplified in what took place at our 
Lord’s transfiguration. “It would ap- 
pear that the light shone, not upon Him 
from without, but out of Him from with- 
in.” He was all irradiated with celestial 
glory. So the change that takes place 
in the gradual sanctification of the be- 
liever is by virtue of a divine power 
that works from within. “Instead of the 
mind of a man being developed by the 
form and fashion of his age, he receives 
within himself the source of a new life. 
.. . From within and not from without, 
from the mind and not from the world, 
by the birth of what is new and not by 
the growth of what is old, the whole 
aspect of human nature is transformed” 
(Wace)—just as the bud is transformed 
into the flower, the blossom into the 


The subject of true Christian liberty, 
which is the privilege of every be- 
liever in Christ, was clearly set forth 
in the first two articles of this series. 
In this issue and the next the writer 
explains the three aspects of sancti- 
fication. The present series of eight 
articles is taken from chapters— 
sometimes condensed—in “The Law 
of Liberty in the Spiritual Life,” by 
the Rev. Evan H. Hopkins, for many 
years one of the leaders at. the Kes- 
wick Convention in England. An 
American edition of his book, con- 
taining ten chapters, will be issued 
in the fall by The Sunday School 
Times Company, in conjunction with 
the British publishers, Marshall, 
Morgan & Scott. 








fruit, the acorn into the oak, by a vital 
power that works from within. This 
power is not in man by nature; it is not 
a force that has been pent up, and need- 
ing only to be liberated in order to pro- 
duce the transformation: it is God the 
Holy Ghost who is the Author of the 
change: it is the divine indwelling Spirit 
alone who restores fallen man to the im- 
age of God. 

Sanctification considered from this 
point of view is thus seen to be a process. 
Such also is the nature of all spiritual 
progress and growth—a progressive and 
gradual development of the new creation 
within the believer. 

Now it is evident that in that sense 
our sanctification can never in this life 
reach a point beyond which there is to 
be no further progress; it can never 
therefore be said to be complete. So 
long as there is room for a fuller mani- 
festation of the divine image the work 
cannot be said to be completed. 

2. But sanctification may be looked at 
from another point of view—as an atti- 
tude. It may be regarded in relation to 
our own individual condition and con- 
duct—as personal separation from all 
known sin on the one hand, and dedica- 
tion to God on the other. The root- 
thought of sanctity is separateness. A 
man sanctifies himself when he separates 
himself from that which is evil and im- 
pure. “I am the Lord your God: ye shall 
therefore sanctify yourselves, and ye 
shall be holy: for I am holy” (Ley, 11: 
44). So again in the New Testament we 
have the exhortation addressed to those 
who were already set apart unto God: 
“Let us cleanse ourselves from all filthi- 
ness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting 
holiness in the fear of God” (2 Cor. 7:1). 

In this aspect sanctification may be 
regarded as a personal and definite act 
of consecration to God. Following the 
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initial act, the habit or attitude of sur- 
render is formed; and as progress is 
made, so the thoroughness of dedication 
to God deepens and increases. 

We may take that word “yield” as 
expressive of the main idea involved in 
such a personal consecration; it puts be- 
fore us what we may call the human 
side of the doctrine of holiness. 

In the twelfth chapter of the Epistle 
to the Romans the Apostle beseeche 
those who were already Christians to 
present their bodies a living sacrifice 
What did the Apostle mean? To “pre- 
sent” is to “yield.” The same word oc- 
curs in chapter 6:13, 16, 19. Now what 
is it to yield? It is to cease to resist 
That there may be a resistance, even in 
those who have been quickened by the 
Spirit, to the will of God, no believer 
who knows anything of his own heart 
can deny. This resistance is one of the 
main hindrances to the exercise of faith 
It was so with Jacob at Peniel. “And 
there wrestled a man with him until the 
breaking of the day.” Who was this th: 
confronted Jacob, and whom Jacob re 
sisted? It was none other than the Ange 
of the Covenant; it was the Lord Himse! 
that laid His hand on Jacob. 

In this conflict, Jacob’s wrestling mus. 
not be confounded with Jacob’s clinging 
So long as he wrestled—that is, resistec 
—the conflict lasted. But at last the re- 
sistance ceased. 


When the Power of Resistance Is Broken 
“And when he [the Lorp] saw that he 
prevailed not against him, he touched the 
hollow of his thigh; and the hollow of 
Jacob’s thigh was out of joint, as he 
wrestled with him” (Gen. 32:25). All 
power to resist was now at an end. 

This passage in Jacob’s history has a 
parallel in the life of many a child of 
God. How many can trace a similar 
crisis in God’s dealings with them! 

The power of resistance—which is self- 
will—being broken, the strength to cling 
—which is faith—is now brought into 
exercise. So we see Jacob, the moment 
his thigh was out of joint, no longer 
wrestling, but clinging—no longer as an 
antagonist resisting an enemy, but as a 
suppliant in an attitude of earnest en- 
treaty: “I will not let thee go, except 
thou bless me.” 

This was the power by which Jacob 
prevailed; and it is to this act of cling- 
ing, as the symbol of faith, that the 
prophet Hosea refers: “By his strength 
he had power with God: yea, he had 
power over the angel, and prevailed: he 
wept, and made supplication unto him” 
(Hos, 12:3, 4). 

Thus we learn that if we would cling 
with a victorious faith we must first 
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yield in a spirit of entire submission. 
You cannot cling until you have ceased 
to resist. 

But yielding means also ceasing to 
withhold. “My son, give me thine heart.” 
In other words, let God have full posses- 
sion, not only of the spirit and the soul, 
but of all your physical powers. Yield 
every member up unto Him. If we re- 
gard “the essential condition of man as 
subsisting in three concentric circles, the 
innermost being his spirit, the inner his 
soul, and the external his body” (De- 
litzsch), we can see how the progress in 
his practical consecration to God takes 
place. To yield is to withhold nothing. 
The spirit being quickened presents the 
body as well as the soul to the Lord. 
“I beseech you, ... brethren, .. . pre- 
sent your bodies.” Every power of mind 
or body is dedicated to His service and 
committed into His keeping. 

And again, yielding also means ceasing 
to struggle. No longer trying to keep 
oneself up—putting forth vigorous efforts 
to keep oneself from sinking, but casting 
all upon Him who is able to keep us 
from falling. 

But this yielding, it may be objected, 
is not an act done once for all? However 
definite and real that act may have been, 
surely it needs continually to be re- 
peated? We would say in answer to this, 
if we suppose a relapse to have taken 
place, if, having presented ourselves, we 
have afterwards withdrawn the gift— 
then of course repetition is necessary. 
But this surely is not the life to which 
we are called. Having yielded ourselves, 
spirit, soul, and body to Him, what now 
we have to do is daily to recognize and 
confirm that act, and in this way the act 
once definitely accomplished becomes an 
attitude constantly maintained. 

It is interesting to note what an able 
commentator (Dr. David Brown) re- 
marks on this act of consecration: “A 
significant transition has been noticed 
here from one tense to another (Rom. 
6:13). In the first clause, ‘Neither yield 
ye your members as instruments of un- 
righteousness,’ the present tense is used 

. denoting the habitual practice of 
men in their old, unregenerate state; in 
the next clause, ‘but yield yourselves 
unto God,’ it is the aorist . . . suggesting 
the one act for all, of self-surrender, 
which the renewed believer performs 
immediately on his passing from death 
to life, and to which he only sets his 
continuous seal in all his after life” 
(Critical and Experimental Commen- 
tary). 

To this important note, however, we 
would merely add this question, If the 
apostle had felt sure that these Chris- 
tians at Rome had, immediately on their 
conversion, thus surrendered themselves 
to God, would he have deemed it neces- 
sary now to press upon them so earnestly 
this definite act of consecration? The 
truth is, the apostle does not assume or 
take for granted that all those Christian 
converts were really walking in a con- 
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dition of practical consecration to God. 

Looking at this aspect of our subject 
then, we may note two things of para- 
mount importance. The first is the con- 
dition of the will; the second is the atti- 
tude of our faith. To be wholly the 
Lord’s—to let go one’s will so that hence- 
forth Christ is to lead me and plan for 
me, and have His way with me in every- 
thing—it is to be ready to be separated 
from many ways and things to which 
naturally we cling very tenaciously. It 
is to let Him have the whole heart, to 
reign there supreme. The will is not 
really yielded if we have any reserves. 
We have not let go our moorings if there 
is still but one rope that keeps our little 
boat to the shore. We may have “slipped” 
many a cable that has kept us to the 
land, but if one single rope remains we 
are still held fast. We are not yet wholly 
the Lord’s in the sense of practical con- 
secration, 


Life Under. Communism 


But suppose this has been done, and 
that so far as the light has enabled you 
to see, everything has been laid on the 
altar, then comes the question of faith, 

What is the attitude of your faith? As 
to justification, you are no longer seeking, 
but resting; you are no longer anxiously 
praying about that, but you can thank- 
fully praise Him. That need then has 
been met. 

And can He not meet your need as to 
sanctification? Your present and con- 
tinuous need in this respect can only be 
met by a present and continuous pro- 
vision. That provision is in Christ. He 
who commands us to ask commands us 
also to receive. To be in an attitude 
of trust is to be receptive, and being re- 
ceptive we find that we lack nothing; 
for Christ is our sanctification. But this 
is the aspect in which we have next to 
consider the subject. 


(To be continued) 


Some striking contrasts between the “freedom” 
of Soviet rule and the “slavery” of democracy 


By the Rev. RUDOLPHS KRAFTS 


The author was a Lutheran pastor in Latvia when the: Russians occu- 


pied that country in 1940. 


His church was closed and turned into a 


theater, and many of his friends were arrested, murdered, or deported. 

With his immediate family he escaped. They came to America as dis- 

placed persons, and Mr. Krafts is now affiliated with the Lutheran Free 
Church, serving several congregations in Minnesota. 


IKE other displaced persons, now re- 

settled in this country, I am happy 
that the United States opened its doors 
to us and gave us the opportunity to 
make United States our new country. 
For us it means that now we are free 
from the hated contro] of the Commu- 
nists, and that now we do not have to 
live in constant fear of being arrested 
and taken away, perhaps, never to re- 
turn. 

One of the things that struck me 
most, when I arrived here, was the lib- 
erty and tolerance allowed in this coun- 
try. When one has been without either 
peace or individual freedom for almost 
nine years, he knows the value of free- 
dom. Believe me or not, we enjoy here 
in the United States the greatest liberty 
of any nation in the world. We still 
live in a land of plenty. We have our 
homes and dear ones, while so many 
people are scattered across the face of 
the earth and will never meet again. 
When night comes, we do not have to go 
to bed in fear that, in the next few hours, 
we may be arrested, imprisoned, mur- 
dered, or deported. There are people 
who suffer much, much more than we in 
this country are able to understand. 

But, like many other displaced per- 
sons, I am also disturbed to meet so 
many in this country who are sympa- 
thizing with Communism. Sometimes I 
would like to ask such people: “Do you 





really realize and appreciate your good 
fortune? Do you know what Commu- 
nism really is?” I cannot understand 
how any American, living in this land of 
plenty, can look with favor on Commu- 
nism, which has brought so much suffer- 
ing to the Latvians and other nations, 
and is aiming to do the same to America 
and to the whole world. Such persons 
cannot be aware that Communism is the 
worst slavery mankind has ever seen. 
It is also anti-Christian. If Communism 
succeeds in having its way in the world 
of tomorrow, we will no longer have the 
Bible, or God, or the Christian church 
in America. We will no longer have our 
freedom and liberty. Godless dictator- 
ship will take their place. And that 
would be the end of our civilization. 

As one who was allowed to enter into 
this country, I could not be true to my 
kind friends here if I did not warn them 
of the great danger of Communism. So, 
in this article, I would like to give a 
picture of what life is like under Com- 
munism. 

While Americans can attend churches 
freely, Communists have made it risky. 
To stop religious activity a heavy income 
tax is levied on all ministers, church offi- 
cials, and other Christian workers. High 
taxes are also levied on the use of the 
churches. No government worker can be 
a member of the church, 

According to recent reports from Lat- 
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Lesson for August 3 


via, a fierce and widespread religious 
persecution has started again. Its aim is 
to destroy the last remaining religious 
institutions that have survived the bitter 
persecutions in the past years. It is no 
longer possible to attend the church 
freely. In order to check all church- 
goers the Soviet Government has passed 
a special law. Under it, every churchgoer 
must obtain special permission to attend 
church. The “tickets” are issued by the 
Government, which collects also a special 
tax of two dollars. 

As a result, the number of church- 
goers has decreased, as many are afraid 
to risk their lives. Special guards of 
Russian secret police stand at the door 
at each service, controlling all those who 
attend. People fear that, together with 
the church ticket, they may also get a 
ticket to Siberia. 

Under the new law, services are per- 
mitted only very early in the morning 
so that the people will not absent them- 
selves from some other more “important” 
meetings. One church must be at least 
seven miles away from another, either 
in town or country. It is not possible for 
the congregations to obtain any material 
or workmen, free or hired, for church 
repair. 

The only hymns allowed to be sung are 
those reviewed by the Soviet censor- 
ship. It is expected that soon the Gov- 
ernment will pass an act requiring also 
the censorship of all sermons, 

There are no Christian holidays, like 
Christmas and Easter, behind the iron 
curtain today, as Communists have de- 
clared them to be regular working days. 

Two years ago, shortly before Christ- 
mas, the Latvian Communist paper Cina 
gave the following explanation of why 
Christmas has to be banned from that 
predominantly Lutheran country: 

In our days celebration of Christmas 
has an especially reactionary taste. 
The whole world is involved in battle 
between the camp of democracy and 
progress, led by the Soviet Union, and 
the camp of imperialists. The para- 
sites, who for centuries have been 
feeding on blood and tears—the capi- 
talists led by American monopolists— 
are now sensing the end of their time 
approaching. With desperate efforts 
they try to reinforce their shattered 
positions. The terror against working 
people in capitalist countries and in 
colonies becomes more and more bes- 
tial. Their propaganda for “peace in 
class-struggle” gets more and more in- 
tensive, and Christmas is a time of fes- 
tival for this propaganda, 

But the era when imperialists were 
able to deceive people with fairy tales 
about “peace in heaven” is _ gone. 
Neither terror nor preaching of reli- 
gious bluff can save them. The people 
do not want to carry masters on their 
necks any more. They do not want 
either capitalists, or lords, or the lord 
of heaven. Therefore there will be no 
peace in the “holy night.” 

The Hungarian decree last year that 
Stalin’s birthday has to take the place 
of Christmas is another proof that the 
Communists want the people to forget 
all about Christmas. 
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The Latvian Communist magazine for 
the children Berniba agitates the chil- 
dren against the church in the following 
way: 

Children, read how the Christian 
holidays have started. Religion has 
done a great harm to the people. Sci- 
ence has destroyed the meaning of 
Christian holidays. Religion opposes 
science. The people of the Soviet 
Union were the first to tear apart the 
capitalistic chains and liberate the 
people from the religious bluffs. They 
were the first to throw away the cross 
which has burdened on them by “the 
lord,” and they were the first to de- 
nounce the “joy of another life.” 

The boys and girls behind the iron 
curtain are taught the following cate- 
chetical instructions today: 


Q. Who is Christ? 

_ A. He is a creature of the Christian 

imagination. 

Q. Why do people in capitalistic 
countries need a day of rest? 

A. People in capitalistic countries 
must have a day of rest—scmetimes 
two days of rest—because their masters 
work them so hard, drive them like 
oxen, 

Q. What have we done to Saturday 
and Sunday, the two days of rest in 
capitalistic countries? 

A. We have taken their names from 
the calendar, making it a five-day 
week. 

Q. From whose birth should our cal- 
endar start? 

A. From Marx. 

Q. Do we have any days of rest? 

A. No, we work all the time. 

Q. Why do we work all the time? 

A. Because we love our work and 
our leader, Stalin. 

A Communist must hate God. In one 
of his books, recently translated into 
Latvian, Stalin says, “The party cannot 
be neutral toward religion... . Religion 
is the most dangerous enemy of Com- 
munism.” Children are taught that 
there is no God, that God has never 
existed, and that religion is the opiate 
of the people. 

The Communists still follow the words 
of Lunarcharsky, the former Commissar 
of Public Education in Soviet Russia, 
who died in 1933: 

We hate Christians and Christianity. 

Even the best of them must be looked 

upon as our worst enemies. They 

preach love to one’s neighbours and 
mercy, which is contrary to our prin- 
ciples. Christian love is an obstacle 
to the development of the revolution. 

Down with the love of our neighbours, 

What we want is hatred. We must 

learn to hate, and it is only then that 

we shall conquer the world. 

Instead of worshiping God, the people 
are told to worship Stalin. Of the many 
hymns offered to Stalin, one ascribes to 
him creative ability: 

O great Stalin; O Chief of the peoples, 

Thou who caused man to be born, 

Thou who makest fertile the earth, 

Thou who rejuvenatest the ages, 

Thou who makest the springtime to 

flower, ‘ 

Thou who causest the musical cords to 

vibrate; er 

Thou Splendour of our springtime, 
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O Thou Sun reflected in a myriad 
hearts, 

From the Tower of Kremlin 

Stalin, Chief of the people of the earth, 

Shows his way unto the universe. 


One could go on and mention other 
things that are allowed American citi- 
zens but denied the Russians. 

A Russian citizen cannot change his 
residence, cannot travel, cannot strike, 
cannct own land, cannot be tried by jury, 
cannot change his work, and so on, 

A Russian citizen cannot speak freely. 
He lives in constant fear. He never 
knows when he may be arrested. The 
58th Article of the Soviet Penal Law, 
which provides arrest, deportation, and 
the like, can be employed against every- 
one. According to the teachings of Com- 
munists it is always better to kill hun- 
dreds of innocent people than to spare 
the life of one who seems guilty from 
the Soviet point of view. There is one 
priscn for every 1500 citizens in Russia. 
It is impossible to tell how many million 
people have been deported to slave labor 
camps in Siberia. After these people 
were arrested nothing has been heard of 
them since. Even the children and old 
people in Russia today know the terror 
of Communism, 

We, who have been able to escape the 
Communists, hope and pray that the day 
will never come when we will no longer 
have our freedom and liberty in this 
country. 

Freedom is a gift of God. If we do 
not value our freedom and appreciate it, 
we may lose it. That has happened with 
Latvia and many other countries. We 
need to be on guard lest our enemies 
steal away our freedom. One of these 
enemies is Communism, 

DaLTON, MINN, 
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“That Blessed Hope” 
of Christ's Return 


An outline, with Scriptural refer- 
ences, prepared many years ago by 
Dr. Charles G. Trumbull, the late 
Editor of THE SuNpAay ScHOOL TIMEs. 


David’s Righteous Branch Jer. 23:5, 6 

Be Not Troubled John 14:1-3 
Coming in Glory .....Matt, 16:27 
One Taken, One Left ....Matt. 24:40-42 
Watch! ..... coccccccecce « .Mark 13:34-37 
Great Tribulation, First Luke 21:25-28 
Ascension Promise ... Acts 1:10, 11 
Rebuilding Ruins .... Acts 15:16, 17 
The Lord’s Supper ...... 1 Cor. 11:26 
The Resurrection ........ 1 Cor. 15:22, 23 
The Great Reunion 1 Thess. 4:13-18 
Peace Benediction ..-1 Thess. 5:23 
“That Blessed Hope” .. Titus 2:11-13 


The Second Coming .. Heb. 9:28 

Patient Waiting ; Jas. 5:7, 8 

The Lord Not Slack ..-2 Pet. 3:3, 4, 8, 9 
Abiding ..1 John 2:28 

Like Him ..1 John 3:2 

The Coming Ruler . Rev. 19:11-16 


The Bible’s Last Prayer Rev. 22:20 


Formerly published as a bookmark by Good- 
enough and Woglom Co., New York, but now 
out of print. 
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International Uniform Lesson 








LESSON 5. AUGUST 3. SAMUEL, JUDGE AND PROPHET 


1 Samuel 4:16 to 8:22; 12:14-25; printed text, 7:5-17 
Golden Text.—Prepare your hearts unto the Lord, and serve him only.—1 Sam. 7:3 


Kinc JaMeEs VERSION 

1 Sam. 7:5 And Samuel said, Gather all Israel to Mizpeh, 
and I will pray for you unto the Lorp. 

6 And they gathered together to Mizpeh, and drew water, 
and poured it out before the Lorp, and fasted on that day, 
said there, We have sinned against the Lorp. 
Samuel judged the children of Israel in Mizpeh. 

7 And when the Philistines heard that the children of 
Israel were gathered together to Mizpeh, the lords of the 
And when the children 
of Israel heard it, they were afraid of the Philistines. 

8 And the children of Israel said to Samuel, Cease not to 
cry unto the Lorp our-God for us, that he will save us out 


and 


Philistines went up against Israel. 


of the hand of the Philistines, 


9 And Samuel took a sucking lamb, and offered it for a 
burnt-offering wholly unto the Lorp: and Samuel cried unto 
the Lorp for Israel; and the Lorp heard him. 

10 And as Samuel was offering up the burnt-offering, the 
Philistines drew near to battle against Israel: 
thundered with a great thunder on that day upon the Philis- 
tines, and discomfited them; and they were smitten before 


Israel. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
OD’S notables have never been hot- 

(; house plants, sheltered from the 
blasts. Many of them received 

their training in environments which 
make one wonder how they ever re- 
tained their moral rectitude and pre- 
served their faith, We think of Moses 
in the court of Egypt, and Daniel in the 
court of Babylon. One would think that 
the case of Samuel would be different, 
since he was brought up in the house of 
the Lord. But even here the influence 
was nene too good for a growing boy. 
Eli indeed seems to have been a good 
and kindly man, but he was weak, and 
exercised no discipline upon his sons, 
Hophni and Phinehas, who polluted the 
priesthood with their greed, their over- 
bearing ways, and their immoral prac- 
tices. No doubt they did all in their 
power to corrupt the youthful Samuel, 
for such men are never satisfied to sin 
alone. But Samuel, like Daniel after 
him, “purposed in his heart that he 
would not defile himself,” and by the 
grace of God he maintained his purity 
and integrity despite his environment, 
and so became a fit instrument in God’s 
hand to lead the nation through one of 
its sharpest trials and most acute crises. 
There can be no doubt that the great 
factor in Moses’ adherence to the ways 
of the Lord was the influence of his 
mother, Jochebed, who was hired by the 
Egyptian princess to be nursemaid to the 





11 And the men of Israel went out of Mizpeh, and pursued 


the Philistines, 
Beth-car. 
12 Then Samuel 


And 


of the Philistines. 
the Amorites. 


16 And he went 


but the Lorp the Lorp. 


national 


and smote them, 
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until they came under 


took a stone, and set it between Mizpeh 


and Shen, and called the name of it Ebenezer, saying, Hitherto 
hath the Lorp helped us. 

13 So the Philistines were subdued, and they came no 
more into the coast of Israel: 
against the Philistines all the days of Samuel. 

14 And the cities which the Philistines had taken from 
Israel were restored to Israel, from Ekron even unto Gath; 
and the coasts thereof did 


and the hand of the Lorp was 


Israel deliver out of the hands 
And there was peace between Israel and 


15 And Samuel judged Israel all the days of his life. 


from year to year in circuit to Beth-el, 


and Gilgal, and Mizpeh, and judged Israel in all those places, 
17 And his return was to Ramah; for there was his house; 
and there he judged Israel; and there he built an altar unto 


School Lessons; the Inter- 


for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 


International Council of Religious Education. 
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child, and surely retained her contact 
with her son through all his growing 
years. So the prayers and piety of Han- 
nah were certainly accountable, under 
God, for the steadfastness of Samuel. 
One so conceived in prayer, so dedi- 
cated to God, so continually remembered 
before God, could not but be a man of 
God. 

Verse by Verse 

1 Sam. 7:1-4.—These. verses must not 
be left out of the lesson, for they tell 
us the occasion of Samuel’s breaking 
in upon the life of the nation as its rec- 
ognized leader. Twenty years had passed 
since the sad events of chapters 4 to 6, 
and still the Philistines oppressed the 
Children of Israel. After this long dis- 
cipline, the hearts of the people began 
to turn to the Lord (v. 2), and Samuel 
seized the opportunity to call them to 
all-out repentance, with assurance that 
God would intervene on their behalf (v. 
3). The result was a national repent- 
ance and revival (v. 4). 

Verse 5.—“‘Gather all Israel to Miz- 
peh, and I will pray for you.” A solemn 
assembly, in a time of national crisis. 
Mizpeh, in the territory of Benjamin, was 
on Samuel’s circuit (v. 16). 

Verse 6.—“Drew water, and poured it 
out before the Lord, and fasted 
We have sinned.” Compare David's ac- 
tion in 2 Samuel 23:16. See also 2 Sam- 
uel 14:14 for the possible symbolism. It 
was part of their fast. It was a day of 
general confession and of afflicting their 
souls. 

Verse 7.—“The lords of the Philistines 





went up against Israel , . . the children 
of Israel . . . were afraid of the Philis- 
tines.” The Philistines doubtless inter- 
preted the gathering as being for mil- 
itary purposes instead of religious. When 
we begin doing serious business with 
God, the enemy will be on hand to op- 
pose. No wonder Israel was afraid. They 
had long felt the weight of the oppressor. 
But see Romans 8:31. 

Verse 8.—“Cease not to cry unto the 
Lord our God for us.” They were in a 
chastened, humbled state of heart, and 
knew that deliverance could come only 
from God, 

Verse 9.—“And Samuel took a sucking 


lamb . , . a burnt-offering . . . and the 
Lord heard him.” Samuel apparently 
acted as priest as well as judge. A burnt 


offering represents that which is wholly 
acceptable to God, and so makes propi- 
tiation. So Christ is our burnt offering. 
The prayer is accepted on the ground 
of the sacrifice, 

Verse 10.—“The Philistines drew near 
to battle . . . the Lord thundered ,... 
and they were smitten before Israel.” 
Let us take our stand on the ground of 
Calvary, and the enemy shall not stand 
before us. The thunder was the Lord’s 
audible answer to Samuel’s prayer, and 
the panic of the Philistines the effective 
answer. Israel went out against an al- 
ready defeated foe. 

Verse 11—“And the men of Israel... 
pursued the Philistines, and smote them.” 
They followed up their advantage. So 
the sorrowful confessions of the morning 
gave place to the shouts of victory. 
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Lesson for August 3 


Verse 12.—“Eben-ezer Hitherto 
hath the Lord helped us.” Ebenezer 
means “the stone of help,” that is, the 
stone which testifies to the help of God. 
It is good to raise up a memorial of God’s 


signal blessings. “Forget not all his 
benefits.” The China Inland Mission 


adopted “Ebenezer” as half of its motto, 
the other half being “Jehovah-Jireh,” 
an expression of trust for the future. 

Verse 13.—‘And the hand of the Lord 
was against the Philistines all the days 
of Samuel.” Samuel was not a military 
leader, but his intercessions prevailed 
with God. We need more than prowess 
on the field; we need power with God. 

Verse 14.—“And the cities .. . were 
restored to Israel.” So long as these 
strongholds were in the hands of the 
Philistines, Israel was not safe. Nor are 
we safe so long as we give vantage 
ground to sin in our lives. 

Verse 15.—“And Samuel judged Israel 
all the days of his life.” Apparently 
Saul did not assume the duties of judge 
when he became king. 

Verse 16—“And he went from year 
to year in circuit.” Doubtless at stated 
times he made the circuit, so making 
easier the administration of justice. 

Verse 17.—“Ramah; for there was his 
house; .. . and there he built an altar.” 
The altar of God was at the very heart 
of Samuel's life. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Josephus says that Samuel, at the time 
of his call, was twelve years old. The 
record does not show that he assumed 
leadership immediately on the death of 
Eli, although before this and after the 
Lord’s revelation to him in the Taber- 
nacle it is said that “all Israel from Dan 
even to Beersheba knew that Samuel 
was established to be a prophet of the 
Lord. And the Lord appeared again in 
Shiloh: for the Lord revealed himself 
to Samuel in Shiloh by the word of the 
Lord. And the word of Samuel came 
to all Israel” (1 Sam. 3:20 to 4:1). After 
the capture of the ark and its return, the 
people “lamented after the Lord,” and 
here Samuel appears again in the rec- 
ord. We can well believe that this stir- 
ring in Israel was an answer to his own 
yearning prayers. His prophetic voice 
now rings through the land in a call to 
repentance, the fires of revival sweep 
the nation, and in the flames the heathen 
altars and images are consumed. 

Such a movement called for national 
recognition and confirmation, so the 
great assembly was called at Mizpeh. 
Confession of sin, with fasting and 
humiliation, was the order of the day, 
with Samuel directing and meting out 
judgment. The Philistian overlords 
could not overlook such an assembly. 
They suspected insurrection, and it was 
a splendid opportunity to teach the stub- 
born Israelites a lesson. But they did 
not reckon on a man of prayer, and a 
sacrifice acceptable to God, and a people 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
4. July 27.—God Prepares a Leader. 
1 Samuel 1:1 to 4:la 
Next Week’s Lesson 


6. August 10.—The Beginning of the 
Kingdom 1 Samuel 9 to 13 








turned back to God, and God turned 
back to His people. The Lord spoke 
in the thunder. It was a word of assur- 
ance to Israel, and a word of terror to 
the army of the Philistines. While panic 
gripped the foe, Israel surged forward, 
“strong in the Lord.” Not only was Is- 
rael’s territory freed, but Philistian 
strongholds fell to the possession of Is- 
rael. Never again did the Philistines 
secure their former hold. They at times 
harassed Israel, and won some battles 
(1 Sam. 31), but were never again able 
to keep Israel in thralldom. 

What is the heart of this lesson? I 
think it is this: a man prayed for twenty 
years; a nation turned to God; the cry 
of oppression gave place to the shout of 
triumph. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. Samuel calls the people to repentance 
(1 Sam, 7:3, 4). 

2. Samuel gathers the people for prayer 
(vs. 5-10). 

3. Samuel leads the people in thanks- 
giving (v. 12). 

4. Samuel guides the people in victory 
(vs. 13, 14). 

5. Samuel orders the people in judgment 
(vs. 15-17). 


Topics for Development 


The Ark and the Tabernacle, In the 
days of Eli the Tabernacle seems to have 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HAT two prophets were trained in 
foreign courts? 

2. What was back of Samuel’s purity 
and integrity despite corrupting influ- 
ences? 

3. What happened to the ark after the 
twenty years at Kirjath-jearim men- 
tioned in 1 Samuel 7:2? 

4. What must accompany a return to 
the Lord? 

5. Who refused to drink water which 
had been secured for him at great risk? 

6. How did the Philistines interpret 
the great assembly in Israel? 

7. What truth is illustrated in the of- 
fering of the sucking lamb in connec- 
tion with Samuel's prayer for Israel? 

8. What three things did Samuel do 
in Ramah? 

9. What did the Philistines fail to 
reckon on in this attack on Israel? 

10. What Psalm speaks of thunder as 
“the voice of the Lord”? 

(Answers on page 633) 
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been in Shiloh, and the ark in its right- 
ful place within. When the ark was 
taken out and carried into battle, none 
could have guessed that the separation 
of the ark from the Tabernacle was per- 
manent. It was not an act of faith, but 
of superstition and presumption, and it 
did not prosper (1 Sam, 4:10, 11). On 
its return to Israel (chap, 6), the ark 
was not taken again to Shiloh, but to 
Kirjath-jearim, to the house of Abinadab 
(chap. 7:1), where it remained not only 
for the twenty years mentioned in chap- 
ter 7:2, but until the days of David (1 
Chron. 13:6), when, on the second at- 
tempt, the king brought it up to Jeru- 
salem, where he built a tent for it (1 
Chron, 16:1). Just when the Tabernacle 
was moved from Shiloh we do not know, 
but at the beginning of Solomon’s reign 
we find it at Gibeon (2 Chron, 1:3, 4), 
which was close to Ramah, Samuel’s 
residence. This suggests that Samuel 
may have moved it. The ark never again 
was placed in the ancient’ Tabernacle, 
but was kept separate until it was car- 
ried into the holy of holies of Solomon’s 
Temple (2 Chron. 5:7). We never know 
how long it may take for a breach to 
be repaired. 


Personal Applications 

The sins of sinners are bad; the sins 
of saints are worse: the sins of ministers 
are worst of all (1 Sam, 2:17, 22). 

Religion becomes superstition when it 
focuses on objects rather than on God 
Himself (chap. 4:3). 

Sighing for God will get you nowhere 
so long as you cling to your idols (chap, 
7:3). 

Don't promise to pray for anybody un- 
less you really mean to. Why lie in the 
holy things? (v. 5.) ; 

Expect the enemy to be aroused when 
you mean business with God (v. 7). 

It is the sacrifice of the Lamb that 
brings us on to praying ground (v. 9). 

Is there an altar at your home? (v. 17.) 

Here I raise my Ebenezer; 
Hither by Thy help I'm come; 
And I hope, by Thy good pleasure, 


Safely to arrive at home. 
—Robert Robinson. 


Golden Text 

1 Sam. 7:3.—“Prepare your hearts unto 
the Lord, and serve him only.” The 
Lord will not be one of two or more 
sharing our allegiance. He is God alone, 
and the only true heart preparation for 
serving Him is to cast out all rivals and 
give Him an undivided heart, 

WHEATON, ILL, 

sd 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED HyMNS 
“Breathe on Me, Breath of God” 
“There’s Power in the Blood” 

“Come to the Saviour, Make No Delay” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
Heavenly Father, Thy goodness and 
mercy follow us all our days, and for 
this we give Thee hearty thanks. Give 
us a warmer, truer love to Thee that 
will delight in serving Thee alone. For 
those who have turned from Thee, we 
pray. Show them their lost condition, 
and set them seeking after Thee, Thy 
pardon, and Thy peace. Bless the preach- 
ing of the Gospel here and everywhere 
today, that many may heed its message. 
Bless our missionaries with health, guid- 
ance, and success in winning souls. Re- 
vive Thy Church. Guard the persecuted 
of Thy people, helping them to be faith- 
ful even unto death if need be. Make 
righteousness to flourish in our land and 
peace to dwell in our homes. Where 
sickness, sadness, and want are found, 
send Thy ministers of mercy, and grant 
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Thy support to all who are troubled, till 
sorrow and sighing flee away and Thy 
Kingdom comes in all the earth. In 
Christ’s name we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—A missionary who 
prepares Gospel tracts in Chinese re- 
ceived a letter from a Chinese airman 
who had read one of the leaflets. It 
was entitled “Heart Disease,” and dealt 
with the disease of sin and its cure. 
Reading the tract brought the young 





REPENTANT HEARTS 


tS BROKEN Fréu SIN 


man to Christ, and he wrote, saying, 
“IT have received the blessing of a 
cleansed heart.” 

Our Golden Text is concerned with 
the same sort of heart disease and how 
it may be cured. For years the people 
of Samuel’s time had turned in heart 
to idols and the evils going therewith. 
Because of this, God had withdrawn His 
protection and they had fallen before 
the power of the Philistines and lived 
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under their harsh tyranny. By Samuel’s 
faithful teaching, Israel came to see that 
forsaking the Lord was the root of their 
trouble and they began to lament after 
the Lord, to long for Him, and to sor- 
row over the sin that had come between 
them and God. But it is one thing to 
be sorry about your sin and its results 
and another thing to break off your sin. 
True repentance means a heart broken 
for sin and also broken from sin. When 
Samuel said, “Prepare your hearts unto 
the Lord, and serve him only,” he meant 
they must not only feel sorry for their 
sin and its consequences, but must turn 
from that sin to the Lord, serving Him 
only. When they did that, Samuel of- 
fered a lamb, pointing on to our Saviour 
whose death answered for our Sins and 
enabled God to pardon that sin and 
cleanse our hearts. Then, once they 
were pardoned, cleansed, and right with 
God, He helped them against their foes 
and restored their liberty. 

Sin is always enslaving. If it has you 
in its power, prepare your heart unto 
the Lord and serve Him only. Then sin 
will lose its power, and you will have 
a cleansed heart and a liberated life. 

VANCOUVER, B. C., CAN, 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Gather all Israel to Mizpeh, and I will 
pray” (1 Sam. 7:5).—Prior to this, Sam- 
uel had commanded them to “put away 
the strange gods” to which they were 
still clinging. There must be a good 
riddance before the great revival. 

It was to Samuel they gathered. He 
was the intercessor, and is a figure of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who “ever liveth 
to make intercession” for us. Mizpeh 
means the watchtower—an appropriate 
place for such a gathering! We are 
reminded of the Prophet Habakkuk, who 
at another critical time in Israel's his- 
tory said: “I will stand upon my watch, 
and set me upon the tower, and .. . see 
what he will say unto me, and what I 
shall answer when I am reproved.” 

Samuel not only prayed for the peo- 
ple, but he also judged them. He talked 
plainly to them about their condition 
and gave them the word of the Lord. 

While preaching on the text, “He that 
is unjust in the least is unjust also in 
much,” a preacher pointed out various 
ways by which people wrong others: 
such as borrowing and not paying back, 
by mistakes in making change, by errors 
in accounts, by escaping taxes and cus- 
tom duties, by managing to escape post- 
age, by finding articles and not seeking 
the owners, and by injuring articles bor- 
rowed and never making the fact known 
to the owner when returned. One 
woman the next day met the pastor and 
informed him, “I have been to rectify 
an error made in giving me change a 
few weeks ago.” Another person went 
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to a near-by city to pay for an article 
not in her bill, which she noticed was 
not charged when she paid it. A man 
said, “I do not believe there was a per- 
gon in that service who did not feel con- 
demned.” 

“Cease not to cry unto the Lord our 
God for us” (1 Sam. 7:8).—After pouring 
out water before the Lord—representing 
their weakness; and fasting—evidencing 
their sincerity; and acknowledging their 
sin—a manifestation of their honesty in 
this matter—they became aware of the 
approaching Philistine army, and cried 
out for Samuel’s unceasing intercession. 

Samuel was but a man, and might 
become weary in the important matter 
of intercession, but our blessed Lord 
Jesus is very God as well as man, and 
makes unceasing intercession for us. 
Hence the exhortation, “Casting all your 
care upon him; for he careth for you.” 

“And Samuel took a sucking lamb, 
and offered it” (1 Sam. 7:9).—Here is 
the old, old story that the only righteous 
ground on which God car intervene on 
behalf of a sinning people is sacrifice. 
The eyes of all Israel were on the burnt 
offering. To us it speaks of the sacrifice 
of the Lamb of God, Christ Jesus. God 
finds His rest in Christ, and we find 
ours in Him also. Only on that ground 
could God receive us in the first instance; 
and it is only because that precious 
blood “shall never lose its power” that 
He can go on with His people now and 
richly bless them in spite of their failure, 

The burnt offering was the first of the 
great offerings: it was wholly for the 
Lord, and is typical of the complete de- 
votion of Christ in death to the will of 
God, but Ephesians 5:2 says, “Christ 
also hath loved us, and hath given him- 
self for us an offering and a sacrifice to 
God for a sweetsmelling savour.” What 
a perfect link this is between God 
and us! 

Victory over all our foes, Satan in- 
cluded, is gained through the blood of 
the Lamb (Rev. 12:11). 

We thank ‘ihee for the blood, 

The blood of Christ, Thy Son, 
The blood by which our peace is made, 
Our victory is won: 

Great victory o'er hell, and sin, and woe, 

That needs no second fight and leaves no 

second foe. 

“Then Samuel took a stone ... and 
called the name of it Eben-ezer” (1 Sam. 
7:12). —God gave Israel complete victory 
over the Philistines, and Samuel gave all 
the glory to God. “Ebenezer” means 
“stone of help,” and Samuel said, “Hith- 
erto hath the Lord helped us.” 

One sister in the Lord said if she had 
raised a stone of remembrance every 
time the Lord helped her, she would 
have built a solid wall fifty years in 
length. 

One mother said, “I have a covenant 
with the Lord, that when my son is with 
me, I'll take care of him; but when he 
is out of my presence, the Lord will 
take care of him.” We had better com- 
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mit all our interests to the Lord always; 
for when we take matters in our own 
hands without reference to God, there 
will be gaps in our wall of Ebenezers. 
“Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; 
and lean not unto thine own understand- 
ing. In all thy ways acknowledge him, 
and he shall direct thy paths” (Prov. 
3:5, 6). 

“Hitherto hath the Lord helped us.” 
“He hath said, I will never leave thee, 
nor forsake thee. So that we may boldly 
say, The Lord is my helper, and I will 
not fear what man shall do unto me.” 
He will continue tv help us right on to 
that glorious time when He shall pre- 
sent us faultless before the presence of 
His glory with exceeding joy. 

“And Samuel judged Israel all the days 
of his life” (1 Sam. 7:15).—What a faith- 
ful, blameless judge he was. He could 
face the nation and ask: “Whose ox have 
I taken? . whom have I oppressed? 
or of whose hand have I received any 
bribe to blind mine eyes therewith? and 
I will restore it you. And they said: 
Thou hast not defrauded us, nor op- 
pressed us, neither hast thou taken ought 
of any man’s hand.” 

What a type or figure Samuel is of our 
blameless, yea holy, Lord Jesus Christ! 
He faced the world and asked, “Which 
of you convinceth me of sin?” (John 
8:46.) Even Pilate had to confess again 
and again, “I find no fault in him.” He 
who “knew no sin” was made sin for us, 
“that we might be made the righteous- 
ness of God in him.” 


Wawona, CALIF, 
we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C, Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, last Sunday we saw God 

preparing a leader for Israel. They 
surely needed one, for their “foreign 
policy” had become much confused, and 
their home life had descended into base 
idolatry—not altogether unlike our own 
country today. 

The boy Samuel, dedicated by his 
mother to the service of the Lord, grew 
up in the Temple. “And the child Sam- 
uel grew on, and was in favour both 
with the Lord, and also with men” (1 
Sam. 2:26). “And Samuel grew, and the 
Lord was with him, and did let none 
of his words fall to the ground. And 
all Israel from Dan even to Beer-sheba 
knew that Samuel was established to 
be a prophet of the Lord” (1 Sam. 3: 
19, 20). That is a brief statement of 
the growing up of a real man from boy- 
hood. As a youth he was thoughtful 
and earnest. He did not have to sow his 
wild oats. As he grew to manhood he 
won the respect and esteem of his peo- 
ple. When he spoke he said something 
that was worth listening to. “None of 
his words [fell] to the ground.” 
The Lord upheld him. 

The Lord raised up Samuel “for such 
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Israel 
They were in almost 
continuous war with their enemies on 
all sides, more often with the Philistines, 
who were very strong and killed many 
thousands of Israel’s soldiers, 


a time as this” (Esther 4:14). 


was in a bad way. 


Meantime, the Israelites had gone over 
to idolatry. They were worshiping Ash- 
taroth and the strange gods of their 
heathen neighbors. They had turned 
their backs on God. At the time of this 
lesson, the Philistines were gathered in 
greater force than ever against Israel, 
and God’s Chosen People were terror 
stricken, for it seemed they would now 
be exterminated entirely by an invinci- 
ble foe. “And Samuel spake unto all 
the house of Israel, saying, If ye do 
return unto the Lord with all your 
hearts, then put away the strange gods 
and Ashtaroth from among you, and pre- 
pare your hearts unto the Lord, and 
serve him only: and he will deliver you 
out of the hand of the Philistines. ,. . 

“And Samuel said, Gather all Israel 
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to Mizpeh, and I will pray for you unto 
the Lord” (1 Sam 7:3, 5). Panic stricken, 
they were only too ready to do as Samuel 
said. And they continued to plead with 
Samuel, to “cease not to cry unto the 
Lord our God for us, that he will save 
us out of the hand of the Philistines. 
. ,. And Samuel cried unto the Lord 
for Israel; and the Lord heard him. 
And as Samuel was offering up the 
burnt-offering, the Philistines drew near 
to battle against Israel: but the Lord 
thundered with a great thunder on that 
day upon the Philistines, and discomfited 
them; and they were smitten before 
Israel. And the men of Israel went out 
of Mizpeh, and pursued the Philistines, 
and smote them, until they came under 
Beth-car. ... 

“So the Philistines were subdued, and 
they came no more into the coast of 
Israel: and the hand of the Lord was 
against the Philistines all the days of 
Samuel.” 

Fellows, the Bible record is given 
here, for nothing could be more elo- 
quent in the appraisal of Samuel's char- 
acter and his sterling worth to his Lord 
and to the people of his country. And 
remember, his training for this began in 
his early youth. 

Your country needs God-fearing, God- 
loyal leadership today just as much as 
Israel needed such leadership in Sam- 
uel’s day. Indeed, it is quite possible 
that the need is more critical. One rea- 
son—the main reason—for the present 
jittery situation in our foreign and do- 
mestic affairs today is that our leaders 
have not acknowledged God in their 
counsels; they have depended upen the 
wisdom of men, instead. Meantime, as 
a nation, we have gone after idols. We 
are worshiping human power, human in- 
genuity, human achievement, human am- 
bition. There is neglect of God’s holy 
day, crime in high places, juvenile de- 
linquency, ever-increasing divorces and 
broken homes, shameful practices in col- 
lege sports, and, over all, the mad rush 
after thrills, which only leave a headache 
the morning after. 

Yet there are many faithful and loyal 
Christians who may yet save our coun- 
try from wrack and ruin if they will 
earnestly plead in prayer to God for 
mercy. We need to fall upon our faces 
before Him in penitence and confession 
and claim the promise of His help in 
time of national peril. If for a few years 
longer our country escapes the disaster 
which serious-thinking men are predict- 
ing, you young fellows now training for 
leadership will be factors in its progress 
or its decline. Your relationship to Jesus 
Christ will count most, 


Fontana Dam, N. C, 


If we are faithful to God in little things, 
we shall gain experience and strength 
that will be helpful to us in the more 
serious trials of life—Hudson Taylor. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1952 and* 


explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Tirnes three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

Time Wasted in “Fussing.”—Prepare 
your hearts unto the Lord, and serve him 
only (1 Sam. 7:3, Golden Text). A dear 
old lady from the country went for the 
first time on a railway journey of about 
fifty miles through an interesting, beau- 
tiful region. She had looked forward 
to this trip with great pleasure. She 
was to see so much, but it took her so 
long to get her baskets and parcels right, 
to get her skirt adjusted, her seat com- 
fortably arranged, the shades and shut- 
ters right, the anxious questions about 
all the things she had left behind an- 
swered, that she was just settling down 
to enjoy the trip when they called out 
the name of her station and she had to 
get up and hustle out! “Oh, my!” she 
said, “if I had only known that we would 
be there so scon I wouldn’t have wasted 
my time in fussing.” Dear friend, the 
wheel of time is flying; the last station 
is at hand; these things are so trifling. 
Get your mind on the main business 
of life; live as you will wish to have 
lived when you hear the call of the last 
station, and don’t waste any more time 
“fussing.”"—From the Earnest Worker. 
Sent by Josephine A. Kinzly, North 
Tonawanda, N. Y. Prize illustration. 


When the Chaplain Prayed.—I will 
pray for you (1 Sam. 7:5). Captain John- 
son was serving his men as chaplain on 
an island in the South Pacific. He pre- 
pared to go on a bombing raid on Jap- 
occupied islands several hundred miles 
away. The mission was a complete suc- 
cess. On the homeward course the plane 
began to lose altitude and the engines 
seemed to fade out. But God had pro- 
vided an island, and a safe landing was 
made. Later they learned that the en- 
emy was just one-half mile in each 
direction, yet their landing had not been 
discovered. The staff sergeant came and 
Said, “Chaplain, you have been telling 
us for months of the need of praying and 
believing God to answer in time of trou- 
ble, and that He does it right away. 
Now it is your chance to prove what you 
have been preaching. We're out of gas, 
base several hundred miles away .. . 
and almost surrounded by Japs.” John- 
son began to pray and lay hold of the 
promises and believed that God would 
work a miracle. All afternoon he was 
on his knees. Night came and the crew 
slept on the ground. Johnson continued 
to pray. About 2 a.m. the staff sergeant 
was strangely aroused and, walking to 
the water’s edge, discovered a metal 
float which had drifted up on the beach 
—a barge on which were fifty barrels 
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of high octane gasoline. In a few hours 
the crew reached their home base safely, 
An investigation revealed that the skip- 
per of a U. S, tanker, finding his ship 
in sub-infested waters, had his gasoline 
cargo removed so as to minimize the 
danger of a torpedo hit. Barrels were 
placed on barges and put adrift 600 miles 
from where Johnson and the plane crew 
were forced down. God had navigated 
one of these barges through wind and 
current and beached it fifty steps from 
the stranded men.—From a tract. Sent 
by M. H. James, Toronto, Can, 


The Distant Need.—Cease not to cry 
unto the Lord our God for us (1 Sam. 
7:8). 

I cannot tell why there should come to me 

A thought of someone miles and years 
away, 

In swift insistence on the memory 

Unless there be a need that I should 
pray. 


Perhaps, just then, my friend has fiercer 
fight, 
A more appalling weakness or decay 
Of courage, darkness, some lost sense of 
right; 
And so, in case he need my prayer, I 
pray. 


Dear, do the same for me; If I intrude 
Unasked upon you, on some crowded 
day, 

Give me a moment's prayer as interlude; 
Be sure I need it, therefore pray. 
—From Marianne Farningham. Sent by 
Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, Susser, 

Eng. 


Jehovah’s Rain.—The Lord thundered 
with a great thunder on that day upon 
the Philistines, and discomfited them 
(1 Sam. 7:10). Dr. John G. Paton of the 
New Hebrides awoke one night to find 
the natives firing the church right by 
his home. Committing himself to God, 
he went to face the savages. He said, 
“They yelled in rage and urged each 
other to strike the first blow, but the 
Invisible One restrained them. I stood 
invulnerable beneath His invisible shield. 
At this dread moment a rushing and a 
roaring sound came from the south like 
the noise of muttering thunder. They 
knew from previous hard experience 
that it was one of their awful tornadoes 
of wind and rain. The mighty roaring 
of the wind, and the cloud pouring in 
torrents awed them into silence. Some 
began to withdraw from the scene, all 
lowered their weapons of war, and sev- 
eral, terror-struck, exclaimed: “That is 
Jehovah's rain! Truly their Jehovah is 
fighting for them and helping them, Let 
us away!”"—From “The Life of John G. 
Paton. Sent by E. M. James, Toronto, Can. 


The Arm Outstretched.—And the hand 
of the Lord was against the Philistines 
all the days of Samuel (1 Sam. 7:13). 
The great Baptist pioneer in Germany, 
Pastor Oncken, suffered much in his 
younger days for the truth’s sake. One 
of his great stories was that of the 
burgomaster of Hamburg, who held up 
his finger and said: “You see that fin- 








Les 


ger’ 
put 
see 
whi 
that 
dow 
by | 
H 
app 
all 
The 
whc 
by 
wro 
him 
cou 
of | 
wor 
said 
for 
one 
to t 
pro 
see, 
dis 
Mrs 
G 
wer 
Bet 
jud, 
7: 1¢ 
in | 
Ma! 
wo! 
mal 
tho: 
whi 
to 1 
circ 
it «¢ 
mes 
he 
trai 
on 
rep 
that 
“Ho 
fort 
we 
(1 | 
the 
rou 
No 
to f 
Ols 
by 


firs’ 
bur 


like 
sor 
she 
if 1 
our 





2 


=" wer @S FF «€ 


—_— OO ae i Sl 








Lesson ‘for August 3 


ger? So long as that can move, I will 
put you down.” “Sir,” said Oncken, “I 
see your finger, but I also see an Arm 
which you do not see; and so long as 
that is stretched out, you cannot put me 
down.”—From the Christian Home. Sent 
by Albert Mygatt, David City, Nebr. 


He Could Afford To Bear Some Dis- 
approval—And Samuel judged Israel 
all the days of his life (1 Sam. 7:15.). 
The story is told of a Christian judge 
who was being threatened continually 
by evildoers, because of his hatred of 
wrongdoing. One of his friends said to 
him one day: “Don’t you think you 
could just shut your eyes a little to some 
of these things? It’s the way of the 
world to do it, you know.” “My friend,” 
said the judge, “I happen to be living 
for another world besides this one, and 
one day I shall be called to give account 
to the ‘Judge of all the earth.’ His ap- 
proval means everything to me; so, you 
see, I can well afford to put up with the 
disapproval of some.”—Selected. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Going Around in Circles—And he 
went from year to year in circuit to 
Bethel, and Gilgal, and Mizpeh, and 
judged Israel in all those places (1 Sam. 
7:16). “I just seem to be going around 
in circles,” said a fine Christian man. 
Many others say the same thing. If your 
work is such that you must virtually 
make the same rounds continually, make 
those rounds count for God. That is 
what Samuel did—he “went from year 
to year in circuit.” But as he made that 
circuit, he prayed for the need as he saw 
it on that circuit, and he carried the 
message and blessing of God wherever 
he went on that circuit. While on the 
train the other day, I noticed golden stars 
on the sleeve of the conductor which 
represented forty years of service for 
that one railway company. I thought, 
“How easily that man can account for 
forty years of his life!” “Whatsoever” 
we do is to be done to the glory of God 
(1 Cor. 10:31). If a certain “circuit” is 
the will of God for us, let us go the 
rounds of that circuit with and for Him. 
No one can do more with a life than 
to fulfill the will of God.—From Tom M. 
Olson, in The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by Mrs. S, J. Beeker, Nashville, Tenn. 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


A PROPHET AT WORK 

HAT do we have in our Question 

Box this morning? Here is the 
first: “We sometimes sing, “Take your 
burden to the Lord and leave it there.’ 
What is meant by ‘your burden’?” I 
like this question, for it shows that 
someone is thinking about the words 
she sings. We should all do that, for 
if we do not mean the words we sing, 
our singing is not acceptable to God. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Can anyone in the class tell what is 
meant by “your burden” in this song? 
(Anything that troubles you.) Exactly. 
One person’s burden may be ill-health; 
another’s, poverty; another’s, non-Chris- 
tian parents; and so on. Anything that 
troubles us or weighs our spirits down 
should be taken to the Lord in prayer. 
Then after we have told the whole mat- 
ter to Him, we should not worry about 
it any more. If it troubles us again, we 
should again commit it to the Lord. A 
Christian never need fret about any- 
thing. We shall find a good illustration 
of this in today’s lesson. 

Last Sunday we talked about Hannah 
and how she gave her little son to the 
Lord. We learned of God’s call to him 
in the night, and then how Samuel grew 
up in favor with God and man. 

Today’s lesson starts in 1 Samuel 4. 
Harriet will tell us what happened in 
that chapter. The death of good old Eli 
put a great burden on the shoulders of 
young Samuel. He was now the only 
leader of Israel, for Eli’s sons were dead 
also. Samuel had to take over under 
most adverse conditions. The ark of 
God was in the hands of the enemy. 
The worship of Israel could not go on 
till the ark returned, and Samuel was 
powerless to get it back. The army had 
been terribly defeated, and Samuel had 
no one to look to for help but God. Yet 
his faith did not waver. He knew that 
God had allowed the defeat because of 
sin in Israel, and that although he could 
not get the ark back, God could and 
would in His own time and way. So 
Samuel took his burden to the Lord and 
left it there. 

Let us read 1 Samuel 5:1-5 to see how 
God began to work. He showed the 
Philistines that He was greater than 
their idol. Although Dagon bowed be- 
fore the ark the first night, they did not 
seem to understand, probably thinking 
his downfall the result of some accident. 
But the second night there was no mis- 
taking the lesson. At the same time 
God caused a plague of disease and a 
plague of mice to trouble the people of 
this wicked city Ashdod. Between the 
destruction of their idol and the plagues 
tormenting them, the men of Ashdod 
implored their rulers to remove the ark 
of God. As soon as it was taken to Gath, 
the people of this Philistine city were 
visited by the same plagues. They in 
turn implored their rulers to remove the 
ark, so it was taken to Ekron. But the 
people of Ekron were wise, and refused 
to have the ark of God left there. Read 
what they said in 1 Samuel 5:10. 

After the lords of the Philistines held 
a consultation they decided on a test to 
find out if the plagues were sent by the 
God of Israel, or if they had just hap- 
pened to strike Ashdod and Gath at the 
same time the ark was there. Read 
1 Samuel 6:7-9 to find out what this test 
was. Someone tell us about it in your 
own words. (The Philistines were to 
make a new cart and put the ark of God 








(11) 631 





on it and a coffer of gold beside it. The 
gold was to be sent back to Israel as 
a trespass offering. Then they were to 
hitch two milk cows to the ark, leaving 
their calves tied up at home. If the two 
cows pulled the ark back to the land 
of Israel, then they would know that 
it was God who had sent the plagues to 
show them that the ark must be re- 
turned.) Very good. 

My brother-in-law keeps cows, and he 
says that when a cow has her calf taken 
from her she spends a day or two wan- 
dering all around the farm looking for 
it. But these cows did not do that. 
Read 1 Samuel 6:12. They took the ark 
back to Israel by the most direct route, 
even though there was no human driver 
for that cart. God directed it. And so 
the Philistines learned that the God of 
Israel was far greater than any of their 
idols. At the same time Samuel’s 
prayers were answered for the return 
of the ark of God to Israel. 

Now read 1 Samuel 7:5-17 and find 
another wonderful answer to prayer that 
Samuel had (The Philistines came 
again into the land to fight against Is- 
rael, and the people were afraid. Sam- 
uel prayed, and the Lord sent a terrific 
thunderstorm on the Philistines so that 
they were defeated and came no more 
into the land of Israel all the days of 
Samuel.) 

Though the people respected Samuel, 
who had faithfully judged them since 
he was young, when he grew old they 
decided that they wanted a king like 
other nations rather than another judge. 
Read 1 Samuel o see how Samuel felt 
about this and wi _ he did. What a fine 
example San is in this! When the 
people disple: him, he did not “tell 
them what he ight of them,” neither 
did he tell Philistines what he 
thought of the raelites. He took his 
burden to the 1 rd and left it there. 

The Lord tola him that if the Israel- 
ites persisted in wanting a king after 
he warned them against it, Samuel 
should get them one. Our last Scrip- 
ture this morning is 1 Samuel 12: 14-25, 
and it tells of one more prayer of Sam- 
uel’s. Let us read it together. Here is 
another thunderstorm, and this time it 
frightened the Israelites, for they knew 
that they had persisted in wanting a 
king when it was not God’s will for 
them. No doubt it also reminded them 
of the day they had begged Samuel to 
pray for them all day because the Philis- 
tines were coming to fight against them, 
and God had sent a thunderstorm to 
defeat the Philistines. They must have 
felt ashamed that day to remember that 
they had turned from Samuel and also 
from the Lord, who had delivered them 
in times past. Notice that Samuel was 
going to keep on praying for the Israel- 
ites. They did not deserve it, but for 
the Lord’s sake Samuel was going to 
keep on praying and teaching them the 
right way as long as he lived. His was 
a great burden, the responsibility for a 
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whole nation. But because he constantly 
took his burden to the Lord, he fulfilled 
his mission in a wonderful way. Our 
burdens are smaller, but each of us has 
something to do for God, and we cannot 
do it without constant prayer. 
Assignment: Who will tell the story 
found in 1 Samuel 9 next Sunday? 


FERNDALE, WASH, 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 

Samuel Speaks for God (1 Sam. 7:3-5, 12-17) 
ORCHES, trumpets, and pitchers are 
queer guns to flash and go bang, but 

they won a victory for Gideon. Tell 
about it. Raindrops are queer bullets. 
How did they help Deborah win a bat- 
tle? Another time the Lord used the 
weather to give victory. This time Sam- 
uel was the hero. The wicked priests, 
Hophni and Phinehas, were dead. killed 
in battle with the Philistines. Eli was 
dead, too, died the same day his sons 
were killed. Now Samuel was the Tem- 
ple leader. “Prepare your hearts unto 
the Lord, and serve him only,” he said 
to the people (1 Sam. 7:3, Memory 
Verse). “Put away your idols and God 
will save you from your enemies.” There 
Was a great meeting. The people con- 
fessed, “We have sinned against the 
Lord.” The enemy armies were coming 
near. “Don't stop praying to the Lord 
our God for us, that He will save us 
from the Philistines,” the people pleaded 
with Samuel. Samuel took a lamb and 
offered it as a sacrifice unto the Lord, 
and prayed for the people. The Lord 
heard his prayer, and began to fight for 
His people. What did He use for weapons 
this time? Verse 10 tells one kind, and 
you can guess what others went along 
with it. It was sc successful the Philis- 
tines did not dare come back al] the 
while that Samuel lived. 

Samuel put up a marker to celebrate 
the victory. What kind of marker? (v. 
12.) What name did he give it? Why? 
(If the song, “Come Thou Fount,” is 
used in your church, call attention to 
the words, “Here I raise my Ebenezer; 
hither by Thy help I’m come.”) What 
other work do you suppose Samuel had? 
(vs. 15, 16.) Can you put the places 
mentioned on the map? Where was his 
home? (v. 17.) Put that on the map, too, 
What kind of reminders of this lesson 
about Samuel shall we make? an altar 
with its lamb offering? a thunder and 
lightning sketch? one of the stone? or a 
map showing the route he traveled on 
the judging circuit? 

Perhaps you wonder if, when people 
pray, the Lord ever helps armies fight- 
ing now, as He did in Bible times. Shall 
I tell you some stories of recent wars? 
In the First World War, the Allies were 
saved from defeat more than once by 
the forces of nature which only God 
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controls. “God is able to save by many 
or by few.” (THE SuNDAY ScHOOL TIMEs, 
Nov. 2, 1940.) One time all there was 
between the conquering enemy and vic- 
tory ‘was the Piave River. Its banks 
were so flat it was easy to cross by 
boats or by making bridges. They were 
crossing over by the thousands, taking 
no food, but with autos and chests to 
bring back the loot. Soon they would 
have all Italy. All of a sudden came 
torrents of rain. In an hour the river 
was a raging flood, sweeping away boats, 
bridges, soldiers. Terror seized the sol- 
diers, and the Italians captured or killed 
thousands of them. One general said, 
“God did it.” (Other instances from 
other wars also are recounted in “Does 
God Intervene in War?” in the Christian 
Digest, Nov., 1941.) 

In the Second World War, the English 
forces were trapped at Dunkirk, France, 
by the enemy. It seemed as if only a 
few could possibly escape. A day of 
prayer was held on Sunday, May 26. 
Tuesday, a great storm broke. Through 
that storm the trapped soldiers tramped 
eight cr twelve miles to the coast. The 
storm kept the enemy airplanes from 
mowing them down. Then came an un- 
usual calm on the sea (the English Chan- 
nel), so that even little boats were able 
to go back and forth, taking the escap- 
ing soldiers safely to England. Ten 
times as many were saved aS was 
thought possible. What rejoicing there 
was in England! What praise to God 
for His helping weather! (THE SuNDAY 
ScHoot Times, Oct. 12, 1940: Nov. 2, 1940.) 

ORONO, MAINE, 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


| Bic week we began to study about 
Samuel, learning how God trained 
him, even as a very small boy, for the 
work he was to do for the Lord. Today 
we find Samuel a man grown, a prophet 
and a priest. The Israelites have been 
very wicked, worshiping heathen gods 
cf the tribes around them. God had 
told the Israelites to destroy those 
wicked tribes when they came into Ca- 
naan, but they only half finished the job, 
and so they got into all sorts of trouble, 
just as people do today who only half 
obey God. They were always afraid of 
some of the heathen people and, at the 
time of our lesson, it was the Philistines 
who made them afraid. 

Samuel told them if they would repent 
with their whole hearts and turn away 
from idols and worship and serve only 
the Lord, He would deliver them out of 
the hands of the Philistines, 

So the people did as Samuel told them, 
and they gathered together at Mizpeh, 
where Samuel judged them and prayed 
for them. When their enemies heard 
that they had gathered together at Miz- 
peh, they came up to fight with them, 
and the Israelites were afraid, and beg- 
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ged Samuel! not to stop praying for them 
that God weuld save them from the 
Philistines. 

Samuel took a little lamb and offered 
it as a sacrifice and cried unto God for 
the Israelites, and God heard him. When 
Samuel was offering the sacrifice, the 
Philistines came up to battle against the 
Children of Israel, but the Lord thun- 
dered with a great thunder on them, and 
they were so frightened they began to 
run away. Then the Israelites pursued 
them and killed them until they came 
to their own ccuntry, and they didn’t 
come back to fight with Israel as long 
as Samuel lived. It must have been a 
terrible thunder that God thundered that 
day, more terrible even than some of 
the electric storms we have in parts of 
America. It was not a common thunder, 
it was really the wrath of God against 
that wicked people. 

Then Samuel set up a monument, a 
stone, to mark this place where God 
fought for them and drove away their 
enemy. He called the name of the stone, 
Ebenezer, saying, “Hitherto hath the 
Lord helped us.” evidently having in 
mind that “Ebenezer” means “the stone 
of help.” 

Why are mcnuments set up? You chil- 
dren have seen them in many cities. 
Stones are set up to honor men who 
have won great battles or wars, men 
who have been great rulers or done 
some other great thing. But why the 
monuments? 

So the people that live after they are 
gone will remember what they did. A 
monument is a reminder. In traveling 
over our ccuntry we see many monu- 
ments. In Washington, D. C., you 
can see the beautiful Lincoln Me- 
morial, and over in Arlington Cemetery 
there are many, Many monuments to 
great soldiers. The one everybody sees 
is the tomb of the Unknown Soldier, 
really a monument to all those who gave 
their lives in World War I, 

They are all set up so that you chil- 
dren who are living now, after these 
men are dead and buried, will see them 
and ask about them, and be told what 
the men did. And that was just why 
Samuel set up this stone and told the 
Children of Israel the name cf it. As 
they passed it, going and coming, chil- 
dren would ask what it was for, and 
they would be told the story of how 
God drove out the Philistines. 

Memorials are not always stones or 
tombs. There was a marvelous memorial 
given by the Lord Jesus to His disciples, 
and we still carry out the Lord’s com- 
mand about it. On the last night He was 
with His disciples, He took bread and 
broke it, and give it to them, saying, 
“This is my body which is given for you: 
this do in remembrance of me. Like- 
wise also the cup after supper, saying, 
This cup is the new testament in my 
blocd, which is shed for you.” 

We call this memorial which Jesus set 
up the “Lord’s Supper.” It is a monu- 
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Lesson for August 3 


ment, a memorial to keep in mind the 
sacrifice of the Lord Jesus on Calvary. 
Children always ask about it, and they 
should have it explained to them. The 
Lord commanded that it should be con- 
tinued until He comes again. What a 
wonderful memcrial! 

It is a reminder of God’s love, that He 
“so loved the world that he gave his 
only begotten Son” for our salvation. 
Ebenezer reminded the Israelites that 
there God loved them enough to save 
them frem their enemies. What a won- 
derful Lord! 

FELTON, CALIF, 
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This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 627) 
1. Moses and Daniel. 
2. A mother’s prayers. 


3. It continued there till the time of 
David (1 Chron. 13:6). 


4. A putting away of idols and false 
gods (1 Sam. 7:3). 

5. David (2 Sam. 23:16). 

6. As insurrection. 

7. That we have access to God only 
through the blood of the Lamb, the 
Lord Jesus. 


8. Lived, worked, and worshiped (1 
Sam, 7:17). 


9. A praying man, a penitent people, 
and an effective sacrifice, 
10. Psalm 29. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, August 3 


What Do You See? 
(John 1:35-39; Psa. 66:5; 2 Cor. 4:18) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 
WO topics, this week’s and next, 
focus our attention on “External In- 
fluences.” This week we are to consider 
those things that meet our eyes as we 
go about our daily work or recreation. 
Next week we are to think about the 
things that we deliberately choose to 
read, 
$e 
Two great principles are readily ap- 
parent in the realm of physical vision. 
What we see depends first of all on the 
condition of our eyes, the organs of 
sight. If our physical eyes are faulty, 
our vision will be faulty, and the im- 
pressions we get from what we lock at 
will be inaccurate. An English period- 
ical recently carried the advertisement 
of the Royal London Society for Teach- 
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ing and Training the Blind. It showed 
a little girl smelling a flower and the 
caption under it read, “The rose is black 
to this little girl.” It was not really 
biack, of course, as the picture showed, 
but, because her eyes could not trans- 
mit the sensations of color and the re- 
flection of light, the rose to her was 
black, as was everything else. 
pd 

The second great principle in the 
physical realm is that cur seeing is de- 
pendent upon our looking. Brilliant as 
it is, we cannot see the sun if we turn 
our backs upon it, or shut ourselves up 
in a dark room, 

2 

These two great principles apply also 
in the spiritual realm. The Lord Jesus 
taught that men have spiritual eyes 
(Matt. 6:22, 23; Luke 11:34-36). Ever 
since the Fall man’s spiritual eyes have 
been darkened (1 Cor. 2:14). Sometimes, 
when men cannot see or understand 
Spiritual things, it is because their spir- 
itual eyes have never been opened 
through acceptance of the Lord Jesus 
Christ as Saviour and the experience of 
the new birth through faith in Him, 

But men’s spiritual eyes may. be dark- 
ened also, even after receiving Christ 
as their Saviour, by failure to encourage 
and practice singleness of vision. In- 
stead of keeping their eyes fixed upon 
the Lord Jesus (Heb. 12:1, 2) and letting 
Him be pre-eminent in their lives, some 
have their eyes occupied with the love 
of money or power, or of ease and self- 
indulgence, or even the love of another 
person. Any of these things may shut 
out the true light to such a degree that 
a person may be literally “full of dark- 
ness,” and unable to see those things 
that are of greatest and lasting worth. 
We shall do well to ask God to show 
us if our vision is faulty, either through 
never having received the Lord Jesus, 
or through permitting other things to 
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spreading the Gospel throughout the world—at 
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sured, lifelong income, beginning immediately. 
Today, sure, write THE AMERICAN BIBLE 
SOCIETY, Dept. SS 605, 450 Park Avenue, 
New York 22, N. Y. 
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REST in the POCONO MOUNTAINS 


Please refer to this ad 
TYGERT’S, Mill Creek Rd., CRESCO, PA. 


Wr. Printer 
WANTED: A printing press and paper cutter, 


* in good condition, for missionary 
work in India. Urgent need for Gospel tracts and 
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shut out the light that He desires to shed 
abroad in our hearts. 

But, as we have seen, what we see is 
not only dependent upon the state of 
our organs of vision, but is also depend- 
ent upon how we use them. What we 
see often depends upon what we look 
for and what we look at. Now most of 
us are quite well aware that we cannot 
escape seeing unpleasant, impure, or evil 
things as we go about our daily work 
or play, but we can control to a large 
degree the impressions they leave upon 
us. If we are living day by day in fel- 
lowship with the Lord Jesus Christ, 
seeking light from the Word and His 
will through the morning prayer time, 
and having no unconfessed sin standing 
between ourselves and the Lord Jesus, 
then evil and impurities that meet our 
eyes will be cleansed away through His 
cleansing, keeping power. Like sheep 
we may occasionally inadvertently slip 
into the mud or have mud splashed upon 
us, but we will not wallow in it, 


¢ 


This brings us to the control that we 
ourselves may exercise as to what we 
look at. If we are honestly seeking to 
please our Lord we will not habitually 
turn our eyes in directions where we 
know they will meet impurity and evil, 
nor will we engage in practices that we 
know are inconsistent with Christian 
living. We will exercise discernment 
and discretion wherever possible, keep- 
ing in mind Paul’s admonition, “Whatso- 
ever things are true, .. . honest, .. . just, 
... pure, ., . lovely, ... of good report, 
if there be any virtue, and if there be 
any praise, think on these things” (Phil. 
4:8). 

This should cause us to pause there- 
fore in such matters as selecting radio 
and television programs. It is inconsist- 
ent, to say the least, constantly to ex- 
pose ourselves to advertisements of in- 
toxicants or tobacco, and the like, and to 
appeals to try these products and ex- 
pect the Lord to keep us from being in- 
fluenced by such ccnstant appeals. The 
same is true of the theater and the 
movies. We cannot expose ourselves 
constantly to the false standards and to 
the evil examples displayed in such 
forms of entertainment and expect God 
somehow to keep us from being affected 
by them, 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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The believer does not need to wait 
until he sees the reasons for God’s af- 
flictive dealings with him ere he is sat- 
isfied; he knows that all things work 
together for good to them that love 


God; that all God’s dealings are those 
of a loving Father, who only permits 
that which for the time being is grievous 
in order to accomplish results that can- 
not be achieved in any less painful way. 
—J, Hudson Taylor. 
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With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 10 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 20 cents addi- 
tional for handling costs. 





Biblical and Theological Studies. By 
Benjamin B. Warfield. (Presbyterian & 
Reformed Pub. Co., Philadelphia 6; 
$4.50.) This volume is the third in a 
series of reprints of works by the late 
Dr. Warfield. Like the other two, the 
present edition is not a page-by-page 
reproduction of a volume first published 
by the Oxford Press, it is rather a com- 
pilation of articles drawn from three 
of the Oxford volumes. In addition, the 
editor has included a study of the life 
and theology of Warfield, four of the 
latter’s sermons, and an article hitherto 
unpublished, “Are There Few That Be 
Saved?” Taken as a whole, the articles 
deal largely with the Trinity, predes- 
tination, and faith, 

Warfield’s greatness lay in his com- 
mand of the Scriptures, and in the clarity 
and vigor that characterize his dealings 


with Biblical theology. His _ position 
throughout is Calvinistic. In the one 
chapter on eschatology, “The Prophe- 
cies of St. Paul,” the author takes an 


amillennial position, a viewpoint which 
the Times feels is not borne out by the 
facts and is at variance with other 
prophecies that must be considered in 
any over-all picture of the end times. 

Scholars and pastors have been eagerly 
awaiting the Warfield reprints. Laymen, 
too, will cherish the writings of the 
greatest American theologian of the first 
half of the present century. 


The Doctrine of God. By Herman 
Bavinck. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 
Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $5.) The eminent 
Dutch theologian of the last century 
treats of the important aspects of our 
knowledge of God: His incomprehensi- 
bility, knowability, names, attributes, 
trinitarian existence, and counsel. His 
method is to base each doctrine on the 
Scriptures (the volume abounds in ref- 
erences), and then to trace its develop- 
ment through church history. The result 
is a reverent and scholarly product, 
which exalts the Lord on every page. 

Bavinck is of Calvinistic persuasion. He 
adopts fully neither infra- nor supralap- 
sarianism, believing each is an aspect of 
the full truth. He holds that the so- 
called theistic arguments are best treated 
as “testimonies,” i.e., strong appeals to 
the whole of man, not logically valid 
demonstrations to the reason alone. The 
author had written a four volume the- 
ology in Dutch, of which the present 
book, translated by William Hendriksen, 
Ph.D., is the second. The whole series 
has long been awaited by the English- 
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speaking world, and the work under re- 
view, as the first to appear in English, 
should stimulate interest in the publica- 
tion of the rest, 

Two criticisms may be leveled at the 
volume, one of which can be remedied. 
There is no index of any kind in the 
Eerdmans edition. Surely every text- 
book in theology needs an index of 
topics, authors, and Scripture references, 
As to the material in the work itself, 
many will wish that the learned author 
had, instead of merely listing verses 
which allegedly prove the doctrines, 
bridged the gap between Scripture and 
theology by a careful exegesis of key 
passages for each doctrine, 


He Expounded. By Douglas M. White. 
(Moody Press, Chicago 10; $2.50.) Be- 
lieving that expository preaching is the 
method used by Christ and by the other 
preachers in the Bible, the author has 
written a book which makes one want 
to preach that way. After surveying the 
literature of preaching and finding few 
treatments of the subject, he presents at 
once a plea and an argument for exposi- 
tory preaching. Of many definitions 
found in the volume, one stands out in 
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describing what the author has in mind: 
“In distinction to both the topical and 
textual sermon, the expository sermon is 
a treatment of a single extended passage 
of Scripture; a lengthy paragraph, a 
chapter or more than a chapter, or even 
a whole book of the Bible. The preacher 
will be confined in his treatment to the 
passage in hand, but will be very un- 
likely to attempt anything like an ex- 
haustive treatment of the passage” (p. 
59). 

Perhaps the finest chapter is the one 
entitled, “The Outgrowth of Exposition,” 
where passages of the Scripture are de- 
veloped according to the principles of 
expository preaching. The reader fol- 
lows the expositor through the steps of 
a method already outlined in a previous 
chapter, and sees living truth arise from 
the written page. 

The Times is happy to commend this 
good book, carefully considered, and 
well written. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


July 28 to August 3 


Mon.—1 Samuel 4:5-11. Fear or Faith. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Woe unto us! 
/ Quit yourselves like men.” The 
Philistines were frightened, but instead 
of giving up they called upon each other 
to be strong and to quit themselves like 


men for the battle against Israel. They 
feared the worst, but did their best 
against God's sinning nation. Their 


strength came from belief in a false god. 
And, heathen though they were, they 
were victorious over God’s Chosen Peo- 
ple who had false courage and reliance 
upon religious things instead of God. 
The world likewise wins over us when 
we depart from God. Pray for Ameri- 
can Scripture Gift Mission, Philadelphia, 


Tues.—1 Samuel 4:12-18. 
What Price Glory? 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “He had judged 
Israel forty years.” Years of service are 
not the test of usefulness to God and His 
people. Eli reached almost the century 
mark, but much of his four decades of 
service had marks of divine displeasure. 
Better a few short years with God’s 
blessing than years and years without 
His smile. Pray for the Buffalo Bible 
Conference, Ebenezer, N. Y. 


Wed.—1 Samuel 7:1-4. Spiritual Attitudes. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Prepare your 
hearts unto the Lord, and serve him 
only.” Samuel preached a true revival 
sermon. He knew what needed to be 
corrected, and how, and called for the 
appropriate action. If attitudes are 
wrong, lives and labors will be also. 
The great thing about a revival is that 








(15) 635 


FURNISHED ROOMS 


Large, airy rooms in private home. Near ocean, lower 
Chelsea. Reservation only. C. A. Guenther, 35 South 
Dover Avenue, Atlantic City, N. J. 

leaf as well as 35 other 


Scofield B 
styles to choose from. 


Write for catalog describing Scofields and sipper cases 
to fit. FOWLERS, 113 Main, Hamburg, New York. 
WANTED: A good typist, careful with details. 

* Able to keep accurate records. Need 
not be a secretary. Not afraid of hard work. Address: 


Business Manager, Shelton College, 340 West 55th 
Street, New York 19, N. Y. 


FOR RENT 


A New England log cabin fully equipped for light 
housekeeping, accommodations for four, located in 
Jackson, N. fi., at 1700 feet elevation. Splendid pano- 
ramic view. Write Adv. No. 699, The Sunday School 
Times, 325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 





We have the new loose- 











! YOU MAKE $50.00 


| for selling 100 boxes finest Robinson Scrip- | 

| ture-text Christmas Cards. An excellent oppor- 

| tunity for yourself, club, or organization. Other | 
fast money-makers. Write for samples on approval. | 


| ROBINSON CARDS Dept. 6-85 Clinton, Mass. 
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CHRISTMAS CARDS 


Superb Satin Velour & Metallic 
Show Rich New Cards never be- RY e) for 
fore offered. Amazing Value! Gets 
Easy Orders FAST! Pays = to 
100% Cash Profit. Big Line. 
FREE Samples of 30 Gorgeous 
Christmas Cards with Name 50 
for $1.25 up. New magic GLO- 
IN-THE-DARK Tree Orna- 

ments, Personalized Stationery, 
Gifts. Several $1.00 Boxes ON APPROVAL. Write 


PURO GREETINGS, 2801 Locust, Dept. 2104-), St. Louis 3, Mo. 








When answering advertisements please 
say you saw it in the TIMEs, 


PEWS, PULPIT s CHANCEL 
—_— Funsnilune 





¢ * EARLY DELIVERY - - 
WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 


J.P REDINGTON & CO. 











ce ALL-BIBLE GRADED SERIES 
of Sunday School lessons 

The whole Bible for your 

Sunday School 
434 SOUTH WABASE 
CeiCase 5, Ht, 


whole 





SCRIPTURE PRESS 








IN THE NEWS! 
Pocket-size, quick digest 
form, treasury of pre-millennial, prophetic 
truth in relation to significant world events. 
Vital spiritual food. Edited by Drs. Keith 
L. Brooks and V. C. Oltrogge, board of 
special consultants, representatives in many 
lands. $1 bill for 10 mo. trial. (Year in 
U.S. $1.20; foreign $1.35.) 

Ask information about the League's world-wide 
free distribution of vital Bible study material. 
AMERICAN PROPHETIC LEAGUE, INC. 
Box BB, Eagle Rock, Los Angeles 41, Calif. 
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Provide a generous, 
unchanging income 
for yourself and 


loved ones 
.+- through MOODY 


Survivorship Clunuities 


When you go to be with the Lord, your loved ones get the 
same regular, generous returns that you received during your 
lifetime. Dividends from securities and other investments 
fluctuate, but your Moody annuity returns always remain the 
same for you and your survivors, despite wars, depressions or 
other economic conditions. For 44 years the Institute has paid 
all returns in full and on time. Annuities are not subject to legal 
controversies — another guarantee that payments will be made 
in full — and without the delay so often experienced in the 
administration of estates. 


You have the joy, too,of knowing that today, as well as in 
the years to come, your dollars are being used to train mis- 
sionaries, pastors and other Christian workers, conduct evan- 
gelistic meetings, produce and show gospel-science films, 
broadcast daily Christian radio programs, and distribute gospel 
literature world wide. 


Be pe ) Please send me “DOUBLE DIVIDENDS,” the story 
of the Moody annuity plan. 
ies ) lam interested in stewardship in its relation to wills. 
Please send me folder, ‘‘Where There’s a Will.” 
ata atacand ata laren cation liuipeb dada dha nbdadine slabsotiasbianiennamnialataaes 
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“MOODY ANNUITIES ARESAFE ... SOUND. . . SATISFYING” 


@ 820 N. LASALLE ST. © CHICAGO 10, ILLINOIS 


(Lesson for Aug. 3) July 19, 1952 


it makes both saints and sinners think 
on their ways, and face their duty, and 
make their choice. What is your heart 
attitude toward God and duty? Pray 
for Camp Nathanael, Emmalena, Ky, 


Thurs.—1 Samuel 8:10-18. 
The Price of Responsibility, 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He went from 
year to year in circuit to Beth-el, and 
Gilgal, and Mizpeh, and judged Israel 
in all those places. And his return was 
to Ramah; for there was his house” 
(chap, 7:16, 17). Samuel had to leave 
wife and children for long periods while 
he ministered for God on his circuits 
judging the people. Christian responsi- 
bilities likewise involve duties for which 
many domestic and other concerns must 
be laid aside. Our first duty is to God, 
and all others must be given their rela- 
tive places of importance. God _ first, 
others second, and self last is a God- 
blessed course of action. Pray for Cape 
Cod Christian Conference, Forestdale, 
Mass. 


Fri.—1 Samuel 8:19-22. 
The Voice of the People. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The people re- 
fused to obey the voice of Samuel.” By 
this refusal they rejected the Word of 
the Lord which he had delivered to 
them. The voice of the people is not 
necessarily the voice of God. Sometimes 
they clamor for what is just and true, 
and then it is God’s voice calling for 
right action. There are just wars, but 
more unjust ones But generally the 
voice of the people is but a clamor for 
selfish interests. The call to duty is the 
call of God. Pray for Erieside Bible 
Conference, Willowick, Ohio. 


Sat.—1 Samuel 12:19-25. 
Wholehearted Devotion. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “God forbid that 
I should sin against the Lord in ceasing 
to pray for you: but I will teach you 
the good and the right way.” Samuel 
did not let anything hinder his prayer 
life and his endeavors to instruct his 
people in the good and right way. He 
was devoted with all his heart to the 
spiritual welfare of the nation. Let us 
likewise ever attend to prayer and Chris- 
tian instruction. Pray for Great Smoky 
Mountains Bible Conferences, Bryson 
City, N.C. 


Sun.—Proverbs 3:1-12. 
“Forget Not My Law.” 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Forget not 
my law.” The Law of God has its 
specific use in revealing and con- 
demning sin. Our Lord often asked, 
“What is written in the law?” And 
Paul reminds us that while the Law 
is not meant for the righteous man, 
it is “for sinners” (1 Tim. 1:9, 10). 
There can be no revival among the 
people of Ged without bringing God’s 
people face to face with the moral 
law and Gospel precepts. Pray for 
revival. 
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